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1. Introduction



Experience God and Bear Good Fruit



Experience God & Bear Good Fruit



Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very 

large crowd gathered around him that he got into a boat 

on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was 

beside the sea on the land. He began to teach them 

many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to 

them: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 

sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came 

and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it 

did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it 

had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was 

scorched; and since it had no root, it withered 

away. Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew 

up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. Other seed fell 

into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and 

increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a 

hundredfold.”



And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”

（Mark 4:1-10）



Faith is Man’s response to 

God



II. In the Bible

Man’s Response to God



God created angels 
The Angels became devils
God created Adam and Eve 
Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit
God made people prosper
Humans acted cruelly to humanity and sinned
God saved human disasters 
Humans wanted to build a Tower of Babel
God's plan of new salvation was
Carried out by one person and extended to a 
whole nation



The 
Beginning





Abraham - The Beginning & Model of Faith



Genesis 12：1-4

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. I will 
make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, 
and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and 
the one who curses you I will curse; and in you 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and 
Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he departed from Haran.





Hebrews 11:8

By faith Abraham obeyed when 
he was called to set out for a 
place that he was to receive as 
an inheritance; and he set out, 
not knowing where he was going.



Peter - The Model of Faith 
Once while Jesus was standing beside 
the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd 
was pressing in on him to hear the word 
of God, he saw two boats there at the 
shore of the lake; the fishermen had 
gone out of them and were washing 
their nets. He got into one of the boats, 
the one belonging to Simon, and asked 
him to put out a little way from the 
shore. Then he sat down and taught the 
crowds from the boat. When he had 
finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put 
out into the deep water and let down 
your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, 
“Master, we have worked all night long 
but have caught nothing. Yet if you say 
so, I will let down the nets.” When they 
had done this, they caught so many fish 
that their nets were beginning to break.



Luke 5：1-11

So they signaled their partners in the 
other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both boats, 
so that they began to sink. But when 
Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at 
Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from 
me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” For 
he and all who were with him were 
amazed at the catch of fish that they 
had taken; and so also were James 
and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 
partners with Simon. Then Jesus said 
to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now 
on you will be catching 
people.” When they had brought their 
boats to shore, they left everything 
and followed him.



The Model of Faith -Zacchaeus



Luke 19：1-10

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there 
named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He 
was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he 
could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass 
that way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to 
him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your 
house today.” So he hurried down and was happy to welcome 
him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be 
the guest of one who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said 
to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the 
poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back 
four times as much.” Then Jesus said to him,“ Today salvation has 
come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the 
Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”



Luke 1:37

“For nothing will be impossible with God.”



Luke 1:38

Then Mary said, “Here am I, 
the servant of the Lord; let 
it be with me according to 
your word.” Then the 
angel departed from her.



Abraham

Peter

Zacchaeus

Mother Mary

Their responses to God 

resulted in a journey of 

faith



Hebrew 11:1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 

for, the conviction of things not seen. 



Have you ever experienced the 
call from God？

What was your response？

Have you began your journey 
of faith？



III.Catechism



1.What is faith？



By his Revelation, "the invisible God, from the fullness of 

his love, addresses men as his friends, and moves among 

them, in order to invite and receive them into his own 

company."The adequate response to this invitation is faith.

（CCC 142b）



By faith, man completely submits his intellect and his will to 

God. With his whole being man gives his assent to God the 

revealer. Sacred Scripture calls this human response to God, 

the author of revelation, "the obedience of faith"（CCC 143a）



Life Challenges

Catholic School

Catholic family members

A desire to learn more…



2.Which God do we believe in？



We believe in One God CCC150

Jesus Christ、The Son of God CCC151

Holy Spirit CCC152



3.What is faith and its characteristic?



3.1.Faith is a grace

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.
（Matthew 16:17）



Faith is a gift of God, a supernatural virtue 

infused by him. Before this faith can be 

exercised, man must have the grace of God to 

move and assist him; he must have the interior 

helps of the Holy Spirit, who moves the heart 

and converts it to God, who opens the eyes of 

the mind and 'makes it easy for all to accept     

and believe the truth.’  (CCC 153)



Faith is a grace that God has 

bestowed upon us.

To receive this grace, Man   

needs to cooperate with God.



3.2.Faith is a human behaviour



In faith, the human intellect 

and will cooperate with divine 

grace: "Believing is an act of 

the intellect assenting to the 

divine truth by command of 

the will moved by God through 

grace.” (CCC 155)



3.3 The relationship between                      
faith & reasoning



The miracles of Christ and the saints, 

prophecies, the Church's growth and 

holiness, and her fruitfulness and stability 

"are the most certain signs of divine 

Revelation, adapted to the intelligence of 

all” (CCC 156)



I believe in order to 

understand, I understand to 

believe better

—— St. Augustine



3.4.Faith and Science



Though faith is above reason, there 

can never be any real discrepancy 

between faith and reason. Since the 

same God who reveals mysteries and 

infuses faith has bestowed the light of 

reason on the human mind, God 

cannot deny himself, nor can truth 

ever contradict truth. (CCC159)



For example 

someone may ask：

Can God create a 

rock that is too heavy 

for Him to carry？



3.5 Faith & Freedom



To be human, "man's response to God by faith must be 

free, and. therefore nobody is to be forced to embrace 

the faith against his will. The act of faith is of its very 

nature a free act.” (CCC 160)



3.5 The necessity of Faith



Believing in Jesus Christ and in the One who     

sent him for our salvation is necessary for      

obtaining that salvation (CCC161a)

Since "without faith it is impossible to please   

[God]" and to attain to the fellowship of his   

sons

Therefore without faith no one has ever   

attained justification, nor will anyone obtain 

eternal life ‘But he who endures to the end.” 

(CCC161b)



Faith

The key to everything



3.6 The Perseverance of Faith



Faith is an entirely free 
gift that God makes to man. 
We can lose this priceless 
gift. (CCC 
162a)



To live, grow and persevere in the 
faith until the end we must nourish 
it with the word of God; we must 
beg the Lord to increase our faith. 
We must be "working through 
charity,“ (Galatians 5:6) abounding 
in hope, and rooted in the faith of 
the Church. (CCC162b)



3.7 Faith is the beginning of 
eternity



Faith makes us taste in    
advance the light of 

the beatific vision, the 
goal of our journey here 
below. 

(ccc163)



4. We Believe



•No one is alone on his own.

•We exist in a deep communion with each other and 
are closely intertwined by different relationships.

•No one lives alone, no one sins alone, and no one
is saved alone.

•My life is constantly in the life of others:
infiltrating into what I think, what I say, what I
worry about, and what I do. Conversely, my life
also enters the lives of others, both good and
evil.

（Pope Benedict 16 God and the World Encyclical ）

(CCC 166)



• Salvation comes from God alone; but 

because we receive the life of faith through 

the Church, she is our mother.

• Because she is our mother, she is also our 

teacher in the faith.  (CCC 169)



• She guards the memory of Christ's words; 

it is she who from generation to generation 

hands on the apostles' confession of faith.

• As a mother who teaches her children to 

speak and so to understand and 

communicate.

• Mother understands the Father better.

(CCC 171)



IV.Sharing
1. Have you ever turned to God or religion because 

of something you have experienced with your 

friends or relatives? Please share. 

2. Which bible figure is most unique to you? Which 

one do you admire most? Why?


