
Holy Week & Easter 2019 

Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday) - 14 April 2019 

Blessing of Palms and Procession at all Masses: 

7, 8, 9, 10, 11.30am & 6pm at Church 

1, 2:30 & 4pm (Tagalog) at Church 

Holy Thursday: The Lord’s Supper - 18 April 2019 

8pm—The Lord’s Supper Mass (English) at Church 

9-10pm—Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at Room A 

Good Friday: The Lord’s Passion - 19 April 2019  

10am & 6pm—Way of the Cross (English) 

3pm—Celebration of the Lord’s Passion (English) at Church & Car Park 

Holy Saturday - 20 April 2019  

4.30pm—Easter Vigil Service (Cantonese) 

8pm—Easter Vigil Service (English) 

Easter Sunday: Resurrection of the Lord - 21 April 2019 

7, 8, 9, 10, 11.30am & 6pm — English Masses at Church 

1, 2:30 & 4pm— Tagalog Masses at Church 

Additional English Mass—10.30am at Car Park 

Lent — Stations of the Cross 

⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭ 

During the season of Lent, we will have the Stations of the Cross in the parish  

every Wednesday and Friday after the 6pm Mass. 

31 March 2019 

4th Sunday of Lent 

Gospel-Luke 15:1-3,11-32  
       Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus, but 

the Pharisees and scribes began to complain, saying, “This man welcomes 

sinners and eats with them.” So to them Jesus addressed this parable: “A man 

had two sons, and the younger son said to his father, ‘Father give me the 

share of your estate that should come to me.’ 

       So the father divided the property between them. After a few days, the younger son collected  

all his belongings and set off to a distant country where he squandered his inheritance on a life of  

dissipation. When he had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that country, and he found 

himself in dire need. So he hired himself out to one of the local citizens who sent him to his farm to 

tend the swine. And he longed to eat his fill of the pods on which the swine fed, but nobody gave  

him any. Coming to his senses he thought, ‘How many of my father’s hired workers have more than  

enough food to eat, but here am I, dying from hunger. I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say 

to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your 

son; treat me as you would treat one of your hired workers.”’ So he got up and went back to his father. 

While he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion.  

He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him. His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son.’ But his father ordered his servants, 

‘Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  

Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let us celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine  

was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been found.’ Then the celebration began. 

Now the older son had been out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared the house, he heard  

the sound of music and dancing. He called one of the servants and asked what this might mean.  

The servant said to him, ‘Your brother has returned and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf 

because he has him back safe and sound.’ He became angry, and when he refused to enter the house, 

his father came out and pleaded with him. He said to his father in reply, ‘Look, all these years I served 

you and not once did I disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with 

my friends. But when your son returns who swallowed up your property with prostitutes, for him you 

slaughter the fattened calf.’ He said to him, ‘My son, you are here with me always; everything I have 

is yours. But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life  

again; he was lost and has been found.’” 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE MASS 

     Jesus, the Son of God, shows us the true countenance of the Father—the face of mercy. 

This is most evident in today’s parable of the Prodigal Son. The father is faithful to the love  

he had always lavished on his sons. He shows this in his readiness to welcome home the 

squanderer and in holding a banquet for him. He also shows this love in understanding the  

older son’s condescending attitude. Welcoming the younger son does not mean that the older 

is less loved. God loves each one in a special way. There should be no room for jealousy in 

that love.... God is very merciful to all of us. For taking God's mercy for granted we ask His 

forgiveness… I confess... 

HEADINGS FOR READINGS  

Joshua 5: 9, 10-12 - God's promise to Abraham that His descendants would inhabit the land is 

fulfilled. 

2 Corinthians 5: 17-21 - By becoming a man, Jesus restores humanity's friendship with God. 

Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32 - The parable of the Prodigal Son. 

SCRIPTURE NOTE 

     In today’s First Reading, God forgives “the reproach” 

of the generations who grumbled against Him after  

the Exodus. On the threshold of the promised land,  

Israel can with a clean heart celebrate the Passover,  

the feast of God’s firstborn son. 

      Reconciliation is also at the heart of the story Jesus tells in today’s Gospel. The story of 

the Prodigal Son is the story of Israel and of the human race. But it is also the story of every 

believer. 

      In Baptism, we’re given a divine birthright, made “a new creation,” as Paul puts it in  

today’s Epistle. But when we sin, we’re like the Prodigal Son, quitting our Father’s house, 

squandering our inheritance in trying to live without Him. Lost in sin, we cut ourselves off 

from the grace of sonship lavished upon us in Baptism. It is still possible for us to come to  

our senses, make our way back to the Father, as the prodigal does. 

      But only He can remove the reproach and restore the divine sonship we have spurned.  

Only He can free us from the slavery to sin that causes us—like the Prodigal Son—to see God 

not as our Father but as our master, One we serve as slaves. God wants not slaves but children. 

Like the father in today’s Gospel, He longs to call each of us “My son,” to share His life with 

us, to tell us: “Everything I have is yours.” 

     The Father’s words of longing and compassion still come to His prodigal children in the 

Sacrament of Penance. This is part of what Paul today calls “the ministry of reconciliation” 

entrusted by Jesus to the Apostles and the Church.  

     Reconciled like Israel, we take our place at the table of the Eucharist, the homecoming  

banquet the Father calls for His lost sons, the new Passover we celebrate this side of heaven. 

We taste the goodness of the Lord, as we sing in today’s Psalm, rejoicing that we who were 

dead are found alive again.  (Scott Hann) 

Tuesday, April 2: Saint Francis of Paola 

Francis of Paola is the founder of the Minim Friars,  

minim coming from the Latin Minimi, meaning ‘the least’ in God’s 

household. Born in Italy, Francis lived from about 1416 to 1507.  

A hermit, his disciples became so numerous and were so dearly 

loved by the townspeople that they built the young order a church 

and a monastery. 

 Living under an austere rule, the Minims spread throughout 

Italy, and Francis was known as a saint, prophet and miracle 

worker. Summoned to France by King Louis XI, Francis remained 

there until his death at 91. He was canonized in 1591 and is a  

patron of seafarers. 

 

 

Thursday, April 4: Saint Isidore 

 Isidore was born of a noble family and was the brother 

of three saints: Saint Leander of Seville, Saint Fulgentius of 

Cartagena and Saint Florentina. Served as archbishop of  

Seville for nearly 40 years, he was recognized as the greatest 

teacher in Spain. He presided over councils, was a progressive 

educator and a prolific writer. He compiled an encyclopedia,  

a dictionary, treatises on various subjects and wrote a history 

of the Goths, which remains our only sourcebook for much of 

Visigothic history. He died in 636 and was declared a Doctor 

of the Church in 1722. 
 

Friday, April 5: Saint Vincent Ferrer 

 A patron of builders, roofers and plumbers, Vincent 

was born in Spain in 1350. He joined the Dominicans in 1367,  

who sent him to study and teach philosophy throughout  

Europe. Despite his stern interpretation of the Christian  

message, Vincent became an amazingly successful preacher, 

converting thousands. He was also a key figure in ending the 

Western Schism, a divide in the Church over pretenders to  

the papacy. He died in 1419 and was canonized in 1455. 

Calendars 


