
Lenten Confession - 24 March (Sunday) 

Guest priests will be coming for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

They will be available from 

    Time: 10am – 12 noon, & 1 – 3pm 

    Venue: Room A, B, & C.  

Please avail of the chance to purify our hearts in preparation for  

the Holy week and Easter, and know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness. 

Holy Week & Easter 2019 

Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday) - 4 April 2019 

Blessing of Palms and Procession at all Masses: 

7, 8, 9, 10, 11.30am & 6pm at Church 

1, 2:30 & 4pm (Tagalog) at Church 

Holy Thursday: The Lord’s Supper - 18 April 2019 

8pm—The Lord’s Supper Mass (English) at Church 

9-10pm—Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at Room A 

Good Friday: The Lord’s Passion - 19 April 2019  

10am & 6pm—Way of the Cross (English) 

3pm—Celebration of the Lord’s Passion (English) at Church & Car Park 

Holy Saturday - 20 April 2019  

4.30pm—Easter Vigil Service (Cantonese) 

8pm—Easter Vigil Service (English) 

Easter Sunday: Resurrection of the Lord - 21 April 2019 

7, 8, 9, 10, 11.30am & 6pm — English Masses at Church 

1, 2:30 & 4pm— Tagalog Masses at Church 

Additional English Mass—10.30am at Car Park 

24 March 2019 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

Gospel-Luke 13:1-9  

 Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled 

with the blood of their sacrifices. Jesus said to them in reply, “Do you think that 

because these Galileans suffered in this way they were greater sinners than all  

other Galileans? By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all  

perish as they did! Or those eighteen people who were killed when the tower at  

Siloam fell on them - do you think they were more guilty than everyone else who 

lived in Jerusalem? By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all 

perish as they did!” 

 And he told them this parable: “There once was person who had a fig tree 

planted in his orchard, and when he came in search of fruit on it but found none,  

he said to the gardener, ‘For three years now I have come in search of fruit on  

this fig tree but have found none. So cut it down. Why should it exhaust the soil?’  

The gardener said to him in reply, ‘Sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall  

cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future. If not 

you can cut it down.’”  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE MASS 
       In today’s Gospel, we read of national tragedies that occurred in Jesus’ time. Like the 

contemporaries of our Lord, we are probably driven to ask, "Were the victims more sinful than 

other people? Did the victims deserve their fate?" Jesus categorically refuses to attribute their 

misfortune to God, or to his sense of justice. God does only good; he offers only life. If we are 

to relate sin to any misfortune, it should be to make us realize that we are all sinners in need  

of conversion. Sin is the greatest misfortune and so we should turn away from it. We should 

answer Lent’s urgent call for a change of heart. Because of our sinfulness we ask our merciful 

God for forgiveness… I confess... 

HEADINGS FOR READINGS  
Exodus 3: 1-8, 13-15 - The Lord appears to Moses in the burning bush. 

1 Corinthians 10: 1-6, 10-12 - Tragic things happened to the Israelites as a warning to us that 

there is no guarantee of salvation. 

Luke 13: 1-9 - God gives us time to bear fruit in our lives for the Kingdom. 

SCRIPTURE NOTE 
 In the Church, we are made children of the 

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the God who 

makes known His name and His ways to Moses in 

today’s First Reading. 

 Mindful of His covenant with Abraham,  

God came down to rescue His people from the slave 

drivers of Egypt. Faithful to that same covenant, He sent Jesus to redeem all lives from  

destruction, as today’s Psalm tells us. 

 Paul says in today’s Epistle that God’s saving deeds in the Exodus were written down 

for the Church, intended as a prelude and foreshadowing of our own Baptism by water,  

our liberation from sin, our feeding with spiritual food and drink. 

 Yet the events of the Exodus were also given as a “warning” — that being children of 

Abraham is no guarantee that we will reach the promised land of our salvation. 

 At any moment, Jesus warns in today’s Gospel, we could perish — not as God’s  

punishment for being “greater sinners”—but because, like the Israelites in the wilderness,  

we stumble into evil desires, fall into grumbling, forget all His benefits. 

 Jesus calls us today to “repentance”—not a one-time change of heart, but an ongoing, 

daily transformation of our lives. We’re called to live the life we sing about in today’s Psalm 

— blessing His holy name, giving thanks for His kindness and mercy. 

 The fig tree in His parable is a familiar Old Testament symbol for Israel. As the fig tree 

is given one last season to produce fruit before it is cut down, so too Jesus is giving Israel one 

final opportunity to bear good fruits as evidence of its repentance. 

 Lent should be for us like the season of reprieve given to the fig tree, a grace period in 

which we let “the gardener,” Christ, cultivate our hearts, uprooting what chokes the divine life 

in us, strengthening us to bear fruits that will last into eternity. (Scott Hann) 

Monday, 25 March: The Annunciation of the Lord 

 This is the ancient title for the feast celebrating  

the Incarnation of the Word. This feast is a joint celebration 

of Christ and the Blessed Virgin; of the Word who becomes 

the Son of Mary and of the virgin who becomes the Mother 

of God. 

 In the universal Church, this liturgy celebrates the 

beginning of redemption. It also honours Mary as the “new 

Eve”, the obedient and faithful woman who generously 

agrees to be the Mother of God. Mary cooperates freely in 

the plan of salvation. 

 

Thursday, 28 March: Saint Stephen Harding 

 After a somewhat misspent youth, he was drawn to  

religious life and entered the Benedictines.  He later left them 

and then became a Cistercian monk. Stephen worked for reform 

in the Order to simplicity in all things.  

Calendars 

Lent — Stations of the Cross 

⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭⸭ 

During the season of Lent, we will have the Stations of the Cross in the parish  

every Wednesday and Friday after the 6pm Mass. 


