
 

Adult Confirmation Classes start on  

5 May 2019 (Sunday) 

Classes on 5 consecutive Sundays:  

5, 12,19 & 26 May and 2 June 

From 2.30-4pm at Upper Hall 

Please submit the completed application form to  

the Parish Office with your baptismal certificate. 

Friday, 3 May: Saint Philip and Saint James 

 Philip and James were apostles of Jesus. The choice of Philip as a disciple is 

recorded in Mathew, Mark and Luke. John’s Gospel records several conversations 

between Jesus and Philip, which demonstrates he was present throughout the Lord’s 

public ministry. 

 James, the son of Alphaeus, (called ‘James the Less’ because he was younger 

than the other apostle James) is mentioned in Mark and in Acts, and is the author of 

the canonical epistle. According to historians, he was a Christian of high repute and 

died a martyr’s death by stoning about the year 62.  

 Both men are patron saints of hatters; St. Philip is also the patron of pastry 

chefs, while St. James is a patron of druggists. 

 

28 April 2019 

2nd Sunday of Easter 
(Divine Mercy Sunday) 

Gospel - John 20:19-31 
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the 

disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, 
"Peace be with you." When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side.  
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you." And when he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them,  
and whose sins you retain are retained."  

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  
So the other disciples said to him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nailmarks and put my hand 
into his side, I will not believe." 

Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus 
came, although the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with you." 
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put 
it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe." Thomas answered and said to him, 
"My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you come to believe because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed." 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 
book. But these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that through this belief you may have life in his name.  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE MASS 

       In today’s Gospel, Christ calls blessed those who believe without seeing. Jesus had shown 

himself to the apostles—he is alive and reigns in glory. The response of Thomas is for every 

believer. We confess Jesus as our Lord and God though we have not seen him with our own 

eyes. Seeing him with the eyes of faith, we give testimony to this faith by our living hope and 

active service to our brothers and sisters. 

 Today also is Divine Mercy Sunday. This celebration is a perennial call to every  

Christian to face, with confidence in divine benevolence, the difficulties and trials that  

humankind will experience in the years to come. We are blessed a because we believe Jesus  

is right here with us. For going against the Lord's ways we ask forgiveness. I confess...   

HEADINGS FOR READINGS  
Acts 5: 12-16 - Through the Apostles, the Risen Lord works signs and wonders. 

Revelation 1: 9-11, 12-13, 17-19 - Exiled for his faith, John describes the vision of the Risen 

Christ. 

John 20: 19-31 - The Risen Jesus appears to His Apostles . 

SCRIPTURE NOTE 
 The prophet Daniel in a vision saw “One like 

the Son of Man” receive everlasting kingship. John is 

taken to heaven in today’s Second Reading where he 

sees Daniel’s prophecy fulfilled in Jesus, who appears 

as “One like a Son of Man.” 

 Jesus is clad in the robe of a High Priest and wearing the gold sash of a king. He has 

been exalted by the right hand of the Lord, as we sing in today’s Psalm. His risen body,  

which the Apostles touch in today’s Gospel, has been made a lifegiving Spirit. 

 As the Father anointed Him with the Spirit and power, Jesus pours out that Spirit on 

the Apostles, sending them into the world “as the Father has sent Me.” 

Jesus “breathes” the Spirit of His divine life into the Apostles—as God blew the “breath of 

life” into Adam, as Elijah’s prayer returned “the life breath” to the dead child, and as the Spirit 

breathed new life into the slain in the valley of bones. 

 His creative breath unites the Apostles—His Church—to His body, and empowers 

them to breathe His life into a dying world, to make it a new creation. 

 In today’s Gospel and First Reading, we see the Apostles fulfilling this mission with 

powers only God possesses—the power to forgive sins and to work “signs and wonders,”  

a biblical expression only used to describe the mighty works of God. 

 Thomas and the others saw “many other signs” after Jesus was raised from the dead. 

They saw and they believed. They have been given His life, which continues in the Church’s 

Word and sacraments, so that we who have not seen might inherit His blessings and “have life 

in His name.”   (Scott Hann) 

Wednesday, 1 May: Saint Joseph the Worker 

 Although popular devotion to Joseph,  

husband of Mary, may have begun in the West as 

early as the 8th century, it was not until the 15th  

century that his name was entered in the Church  

calendar. Since that time, devotion to  Joseph has 

been marked by growing enthusiasm. In 1955,  

Pope Pius XII proclaimed a second feast day in  

his honour: May 1, which is also Labour Day in 

many countries. A carpenter, Joseph exemplifies  

working people who are dignified by their labour 

and who bring Christ into the workplace. 

 

Thursday, 2 May: Saint Athanasius 

 Born at Alexandria in Egypt about 297,  

Athanasius is one of the Greek Fathers and a 

Doctor of the Church. He was present at the 

Council of Nicaea (325), convened to oppose  

the Arian heresy, which denied the divinity of 

Christ. Bishop of Alexandria and spiritual  

head of the desert hermits and of Ethiopia,  

Athanasius was a brilliant and formidable  

defender of orthodoxy, incurring the wrath of  

a succession of non-Christian emperors who  

repeatedly forced him into exile. Athanasius 

wrote several outstanding treatises on Catholic 

doctrine, especially on the Incarnation,  

and introduced monasticism to the West. He died in 373. Through his example,  

his learning and his writings, he remains one of our greatest teachers. 

Calendars 


